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Now faith isthe assurance of thingshopedfor, the
conviction of thingsnot seen.
Hebrews11:1

Call Process Update

July 15th, long anticipated asaday when the congregation
would take astep forward toward redevel opment, took an
unexpected turn. The Council had offered acompensation
packageto the candidate that totaled over $75,000, abig
financial chalenge but onethat we believed could be met asthe
congregation worked with anew pastor to rebuild the congre-

gation.

However it did not meet the candidate’ sneedsand weare
reminded of the particular challenge of tryingto call an experi-
enced pastor at ahigher salary and meet the high cost of
housing in downtown Jersey City. Something wewill discuss
with representativesfrom the Synod officein September.

So, on Sunday, July 15th, Joe Brown led worship and we met
afterward to consider wherewe go from here. Thegood news
out of that meeting isthat members cametogether withaplanto
reaffirm our lifeasacongregation whilethecall process
continues. Thecongregational retreat scheduled for Saturday,
September 22, 10AM.to 3:30PM in Bavendam Hall. Wewill
beginwith Biblestudy and continuewith discussion of why we
are here, what we need from and bring to St. Matthew’s.

All membersand friendsareinvited on September 22 for the
retreat. Pleasejoinus!

Lydia Brown

An Invitation to

Christ’s House

The invitation to St. Matthew’ s was one of
the best experiencesin my life. When | enter
the sanctuary every Sunday, | thank God
that | lasted another week of uh-oh!

Being part of St. Matthew’ s has gotten me
invited to Lutheran youth events and Synod
meetings in Ocean City. It led me to the
First English Lutheran Evangelical Church
in Virginia, where | cherished the time spent
with Ann and John Lindholm, who showed
true Southern hospitality to afellow
Lutheran from Jersey. I’ ve experienced what
many need: an invitation to Christ’s house.

St. Matthew’ s has so much to offer to the
community and extending the invitation isa
challenge. It will take effort to provide a
spiritual need and inviting new ideas for us
to grow as a congregation.

We have an open pastoral vacancy and that
invitation hasnot reached itsdestination yet. |
pray that theinvitee returns and acceptsthe
new and rewarding opportunitiesoffered. | pray
for anew presencewhose energy and strength
becomesthe backbone of our congregation.

Aninvitationto Christ’ shouseisopentoadl
who enter. Christ welcomed adiversity of
people and felt true empathy. His invitation
saw no bounds, he saw good in al people
and we glorify his name. Amen

Respectfully Submitted,
Earlyne L. Muamba
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God’s Vision

Thecongregationa meeting on July 15" moved me. A visiontook shape on the hedlsof the disappointment, avision of
moving into the future asapeopl e of God, caring for one another and othersin thiscommunity. | waschallengedto
ponder, knowing thelove of God and the giftswe have been given, how might | participate? How might weasapeople
reach out to the community around us? How might we carefor oneanother and othersin Jersey City?

Presently onleavefrom call and enrolled full timein atraining program asaClinica Pastora Education supervisor in
New York City and aneighbor of St. Matthew’s, | enjoy serving asasupply pastor. It isimportant for meto beapart
of afaith community, to giveand toreceivecare. Still | wonder about my participation in congregational lifeand about
theways| can contribute.

Thesewonderings stand solidly on Scriptureand God' svisionfor lifeasGod’ speople. InActsChrigtianswereknown
aspeoplewho loved one another. “They devoted themselvesto the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and the prayers.” (Acts2:42) In Romans, Paul writes, “ For asin one body we have many members, and not all
the membershavethe samefunction, sowe, who are many, are onebody in Christ, and individually we are members
oneof another.” (Rm12:4-5) WearecalledtoliveasChrist’ sBody thechurchinthisplace.

Wecanlive out God' svision for useven asthe search continuesfor apastor. We can useevery opportunity to respond
inwaysthat expand our horizonsand define ourselvesas God’ speopleinthisplace. Collectively wecan spendtime
with God on September 22, 2001, gathering for prayer and discussion, examining our lifetogether and developing
strategiesfor moving forward. | look forward to thistimetogether and invite each of usto wonder and consider what is
faithful stewardship of our livesaswelivein community. Seeyouthere!

InChrist’ sservice,
Pastor Connie Bonner

Have you seen... Both grew up with church, Deannain the Evangelical Free Church, similar
theyoung blond couplein church? They to L utheranism. John was confirmed in Bethlehem L utheran, Temple City,
moveforward, totheright or theleft, but CA, wherehisfaith motivated him to becomeahigh school youth group

they arethere, Sunday after Sunday. What  |eader and member of the church council. “ We had acommunity of
brought themto St Matthew’ s? What friendsinthat church,” heexplains.

caused themto get involved? :

St Matthew’ scan only begrateful that at thismoment
of questionableleadership, thesetwo architectshave
becomeinvolvedinour community, from John's
assistanceplanting flowersat the Barrow Mansion
and assisting with thisnewd etter to Deannd svolun-
teering to teach Sunday School inthefall.

John and Deanna Seppanen moved
to Jersey City from Greenwich
Villagein November. John, who
worksinNew York City, had been
therefor six yearsand Deanna
joined himfrom St Paul, MN five

yearsago. They found St Matt’ sthrough Deannasaysthat her desireto work with the children of St Matthew’s

their house hunting, asuccessful quest for stemsfrom her own strong Sunday School roots. “Learning whileyou're
morespacethat will eventudly landthemin  youngistheeasiest,” shesays.
ahouseat Fifthand Erie.

Karen June Cantrell
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An Interview with...

Herluf Jensen, Former Bishop to the
New Jersey Synod

A couple of weeks ago | visited my Dad and we talked about
some of the challenges facing St. Matthew’s. He isretired now
but used to be in the religion business and has always been a
good talker. Asking him afew ques-

How do wewitnessthe story of Jesus
Christ in ameaningful way to the
peopleof thecommunity?
Through persona outreach

tions, | thought, would be much easier
than my trying to look thingsupin a
book.

| had thisideathat if we ran through
the list of congregational committees
the outline of a healthy congregation
would become apparent. A list of
church committees could be used to
describe any number of organizations
or businesses.

The evangelism committee is really
the community relations department.
Y outh ministry might be recruitment

Photo not available by presstime®

and public programs,
education and Sunday
school, ecumenical activi-
tiesand evangelism.

How do we serve or
minister to peoplein
their needs? Social
ministries such as afood
pantry, healthcare and
job training or awarm
meal, clothing, and
shelter are services that
are a part.

and fellowship could be employee
relations. How isit that a Church can
have the same structure as a profit driven business?

Employees go to work because they are required to as a condi-
tion of employment. No pay, no work. No work, no pay. A
pretty straight forward relationship. But we don’'t get paid to
come to church. We come here because we have arelationship
with God. Even when we don’t come, we are still part of God's
family.

My Dad says that to worship, witness, and serve iswhat a
congregation is about not the committee structure.

How do we develop and experience the wor ship life of the
congregation? Through the understanding of scripture, prayer,
and communion, communion to shut-ins, musical offerings and
art.

A big congregation
might have adozen bulging committees
organized around worship, witness, and
sarvice. A small congregation might have
only an agendato explorewhat it means
toworship, witness, and serve.

Though we are part of amajor multi
national, we're not a business. We're a
community of faith that struggles and
we are a community of faith that
succeeds.

Peter Jensen
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Dollars and Cents

Thefollowingfinancia updateasincludedinMay bulletinan-
nouncements.

Averaged figuresfor January-April 2001:

$6,365 Average monthly expenses*

$7,424 Averagemonthly income**

$11,347 Monthly expenseswith full time pastor***
Averaged figuresfor January-June 2001

$6,370 Average monthly expenses*
$6,527 Averagemonthly income**

*ncludes expense of supply/interim pastorsandthe high ail bills

dueto boiler problems.

**$1,050 of thisisrental income; Jan-Apr. current offerings

averaged $5,136; Jan-June current offerings average is $4,300.

***Thisestimated budget figureincludesthefull cost (housing

benefits, housing) of apastor and excludesthe budget expensefor

supply/interim pastors.

Thisinformation tellsusthat weare managing, but attendanceis

downandthat isreflectedintheleve of giving.

Weneed you with usinworship. It isimportant that members

continueto meet their regular contribution commitments, even if

they arenot at St. Matthew’ severy Sunday.
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Side Notes
What'’s the Boiling Point?

The immediate crisisis getting the boiler
replaced before the cooler fall weather
arrives, at an estimated cost of between
$15-$20,000 on top of our annual budgeted
expense of between $15,000 and $20,000 to
pay down the debt.

do not worshipwith us
regularly, weask for your
continued prayers. A ,
support occasionaly

during theyear; if you have not donesore-
cently, weask that you consider making a

For any of youwho
receivethisnewd etter but .~ S ) g
number of you arefaithful

insendingfinancid

contribution at thistimetoward debt reduction
or to help meet the cost of boiler replacement.

Where in the world...

Sunday after Sunday usually found Frieda
Faltingsin her usual pew, stage right near
the back. Communion usually found her
officiating in some capacity, either carrying
the Common Cup or organizing the lines of
the faithful as they approached. But lately,
she's been absent.

Frieda we miss you! Those wishing to
contact her can write to this address:

Frieda Faltings -
St Clare' s Hospital ‘
Lakeview Sub-Acute Center ‘-
130 Terhune Road

Wayne, NJ

(973) 616-5885



Saint Matthew’s News

September 2001

Calendar of Events

Rummage Sale

September 8/9 & 15

It’ stimeto clear out your clutter
beforeall thosefal activitieshit full-force.
Bring those fabul ous but not-as-neces-
sary-as-you-once-thought itemsto St.
Matthew’ sso that othersmay havethe
opportunity to purchasethem.

Then come back on September 8
and 9 and 15" with your walletsopento
pick up al the bargainsto be had on
householditemsand clothing, not to
mention some of Andy’ scooking!

Book Group

September 17

TheBook Group will discussThe
Red Tent by AnitaDiamont on September
17", 7:30 PM at Karen Cantrell’s, 158
Franklin Street #5, NY C 10013.

The Red Tent isthe story of
Dinah (Dee-nah), theonly daughter of
Jacob, whose only mentionintheOld
Testament ishaving beenraped. Ms.
Diamont touchesbriefly onthefamous
stories, such asJacob’ swrestling with
angelsand Joseph’ sbeautiful coat, and
focuseson Dinah and her relationship with
her family, from Jacob, the patriarch, to
hisfour wivesand twelve sons.

Past books haveincluded
Evening by Susan Minot, Grapes of
Wrath by John Steinbeck, House of Sand
and Fog by Andre Dubusl11, Evening
News by Marly Swick, and The Mark of
an Angel by Nancy Huston. Book group
participantsare encouraged to make
suggestions.

Thoseinterested in attending may
contact Karen Cantrell at (212) 334-
0457 or kjcwords@aol.com for informa-
tion.

Stories of Faith

September 22"

Joinusonacongregational retr eat wherewewill explore
our stories of faith and God'’ scalling for uson September 22d,
10:00AM to 3:30PM in Bavendam Hall.

Pastor Connie Bonner will lead the congregation through a
program based on Ruth’ sstory of faith and building on that to
include OUR storiesof faith. Lunchwill beserved.

Therewill beaseparate programfor children. Please
RSVPLydiaBrown (212) 673-1105if you need childcare.

Health Fair

September 29

Over adozen healthcare providerswill be present for St.
Matthew’ sthird annual Health Fair on September 29" between
noon and 4:00PM.

TheHedth Mobilewill beon hand for free screenings.
Informationwill be provided onissueslike dependency, women's
issues, stressreduction, AIDSand HIV counseling, and alternative
health programs such asRel ki demonstrated by church organist
Timothy Andrews.

Call 201-432-9319 or speak with Andy Rhodesfor more
detalls.

We’re Doing It Again!

Noisy Offering October 1*

It happened one Sunday in May. Around the sanctuary,
mugs, coffee cans, and gallon jugs sat like parishionerson the pews.
Some sprouted faded palm branches. All contained congregationa
gpare change.

Almost everyone marched to thefront. Themugsand
coffee canswere emptied, the palmskept. Walletsand pockets
emptied pennies, nickels, dimes, and quartersinto the brasscoffer.
Then near theend, Sirch Chanthyask walked forward with hisjug,
which when upturned rained penniesaslong asaspring shower. St.
Matt’ smade more than $300 that day.

Now it’ shappening again on Sunday, October 1%-. Don't
forget your change.

KJC
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All smiles...

Yes, therumor istrue...Hal and Ann Deadman havealittlegirl—
|sabelle Amanda Tuong Vi Deadman, born at 10:38 pm on March 17
(St. Patrick’ sDay!). Sheweighedinat 6 lbs 12 oz, 20incheslong. Ann
clamsthat she' savery happy baby and very easy.

|sabelle isanamethey both liked. Amandacomesfrom Hal’ s95 year-
old grandmother. Tuong Vi (crepemyrtlein Vietnamese) was chosen by
Ann’smother. Hal and Ann call her either Be Vi (pronounced BEH-
VEE which meansbaby Vi inViethamese) or Busy |zzy or |1zzy Beeor
just Baby :-D

| sabellewas born the day after Hal and Annmoved into their new
housein Fairfax, VA —11 daysearlier than expected. Hd is4till
working for the same company, Talan, butisnow workinglocally. Ann
isnow afull-time stay-at-home-mom and enjoying every minuteof it!

| sabelle and Ann were both baptized on May 27 at St. Matthew’sin
Woodbridge, Virginia. Hal and Ann celebrated their 5 year anniversary
onJuly 6.

You may contact them at: Hdeadman@cox.rr.com
adeadman@cox.Ir.com

(703) 988-0552

September 2001

Sunday School
for the Children...

to begin on September 16th. Classwill be
held during service beginning at 11:00.

Attention!

The Food Pantry hasan urgent need
for boxesof cereal. Membersare
encouraged to bring abox of cereal
withthem every Sunday. Ceredl, which
isnot terribly heavy, isnonetheless
bulky and difficult tofitintothe
monthly food shopping runs. Interested
contributors should speak with Nancy
Thomasif they haveany questions.

5

Prayer

| accept God' sinvitationto bein
fellowship among hisflock. For he
chose meto beavessel by spreading
theword to the meek and lonely of
heart.

Earlyne L. Muamba
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Saint Matthew’s Nonprofit Org.
Evangelical Luthern Church us ﬁzisdtage
83 Wayne Street Permit No. 9
Jersey City, NJ07302 Jersey City, NJ
201.432.9319
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