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Dear Membersand Friends:

What ajoy itistowritetoyou
astherecently installed pastor of
. Matthew'sEvangelica
Lutheran Church. Our ingtalla-
tion servicewaswonderful with
excellent and dynamic preaching
(Pastor Forell received sponta
neous applausewhen she
finished!), mgjestic music, incrediblefood and hospitality, and a
great attendance, over 140 peopleon aholiday weekend. Thank
you for an amazing beginning to what isaready ablessed partner-
ship!

Although we' ve been together for only two and“2months, | feel
likel’ ve been part of youfor alifetime. Indeed, St. Matthew’s
hasbeen apart of my lifeand ministry for the past 20 years. How
ddightful itisto returnto the place and peoplefromwhom  truly
learned how to beapastor. | remember preaching my first
sermon at St. Matthew’sasan intern two decades ago. | was
standing at the door with Pastor Mary Forell, greeting peopleas
they departed, when EmmaBehrenssaidtome, “ Gee! | hope
you didn’t shoot your wholewad onthefirst sermon. That was
really good!” How splendiditisthat Emmaisstill among us— to
keep mehumblein the pul pit and to remind me not to drop my
voicewhen| say, “Letuspray”.

And how | treasurethose wordsthat the Bishop asked meduring
theingtalation service: “Will youlove, serve, and pray for God's
people?Will you nourish them with the Word and Holy Sacra-
ments, leading them by your own exampleinthe use of the means
of grace, infaithful serviceand holy living?Will you givefaithful
witnessintheworld, that God'slovemay beknownin all that you
do?”

It'shard not to love, serve, and pray for the people of St.

Matthew’ sand the community inwhichwe' re
planted. That'show | envision our partnership
together — an opportunity to continue being a
sign of love, healing and hopefor oneanother,
for the downtown section of Jersey City, and for
theworld. Wewill do thisthrough worship and
prayer; through Christian education andfaith
formati on; through getting reacquai nted with our
community viainitia caling and eventua mem-
bershipinthe Jubileelnterfaith Organization, and
through awonderful assortment of community
building activitieslike coffeehours, “Matt's
Place’ dinners, worship inthe park, and rum-
mage sales. Mostly wewill havefuntogether
serving theLord!

I’mlooking forwardtovisiting al of our mem-
bers (and any friendswho’ d likeapastoral call)
beforethe end of the summer. | inviteyour
prayersfor our lifetogether aswe seek to make
Christ knownin our neighborhood and through-
out theworld. May God continueto send forth
God'sgracious Spirit to renew theface of the
earth and themission and ministry of our won-
derfully diverseand growing congregation.

Yoursin Christ Service,
Pastor Gladys G. Moore
P.S. Foryears!|’veresisted being called Pastor

Gladys, but it sounds so good at St. Matthew’s
that I’ ve adjusted to the sound.
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= The JubileeInterfaith Organizationisagrowing organiza-
J U b I I @@  tioncomprised of faith-based community andlabor leaders. We
represent over 40 congregationsand labor unionsfrom six

I n te rfai th countiesinnorthern New Jersey: Bergen, Essex, Hudson,
Morris, Passaic, and Union. Weare united in seekingamorejust
- - and diverse society.
O rgani zation Jubilesisabout justice, which doesn’ t mean*just us'! It
doesn’t mean that we focuson just our own issues, our own
Thisisan excerpt of Pastor Moore'saddresson  concerns, or even our own town or city or suburb. We care
Interfaith Organization delivered at arecent  ghout what' shappening at both thelocal and regiond levels.

Jubilee Leadership Council Meeting at trinity We re concerned when good teachersfed likethey have
Episcopal Church in Cranford, New Jersey. . .
towork inthe suburbsin order to have adequate resourcesfor

their children and themsel ves because we know that all childr en ever ywher e should havetheright to good
quality education. WEe' re concerned about the growing gap between therich and the poor inthis state that has
so much money. Where arethe aff ordabl e houses, thejobsthat earn aliving wage, not aminimumwage, and
the meansfor peopleto get to thosejobsin northern NJ? We are going to speak the truth about these things
and speak with onevoice.

Justicedoesn’t mean struggling alonein our own congregations, labor unions, and communities. It means
linking together asurbanitesand suburbanites, asWhites, Blacks, Latinos, and Asians; aspeopleof faith and
people of good will. It means coming together to be apowerful forcewithin the public arenawhere decisions
aremadethat affect ALL of our lives. For weknow that organized peopl e and organized money is POWER.
How will wedothat? Intheseways.

1) Recr uit new congr egations, r eligiouscommunities, and unions so they might catch the same
visonandfireof what Jubileeisall about andjoinwith us.

2) Train and educate our selves so we can devel op leader swho havethe skillsand understanding
to hold our el ected officialsaccountablefor being servantsof AL L the people, not just some of the
people.

3) Build up our clergy and religiousleader sthrough the Ministers’ Caucus so they havethetheo-
logical framework to approach theissues on which weintend to work.

4) Build up our congr egations, so that they becomeviable, vital witnessesto the God who lovesall
people, and va uable playersin the decisionsthat effect their neighborhoodsand parishes.

5) Keep on strengthening our wor ker sso that they continueto gain avoice at work and adecent
gandard of livingfor their families.

6) Have one-on-one meetingswith each other and key decision-maker sin thisregion sowe
might better understand the politica redlitieswe' |l facein advocating for our communities.

7) Keep on buildingmomentum for a November 2002 Public Event, a Jubilee Coming Out
event, inwhich closeto 1,000 membersof our congregationsand unionswill join together to meet with
public officia s capable of responding to our concerns.

The JubileeInterfaith Organization isabout justiceand that doesn’t mean just us. But working together
doesmeanthat littleby little, action by action, meeting by meeting wewill start to see changes, changesthat
beginto havethetasteand smell andfed of God'sjustice—justicethat flowsdown likewatersand relation-
shipsandwaysof living that arelike an everlasting stream.

For moreinfo: http://www.jubileeinterfaith.org
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Sounding Loud & Clear

If you hear thebd Isringing following Pastor
Moore'singd lation, it wasn't your imagination—work has
commenced on cleaning the bell tower, so that wecan all
onceagain enjoy hearing . Matthew’ schurch bellsevery
week.

The cleaning began onMay 11. James Splond
and hisfriend Mark cleared theremainsof six pigeonsand
two batsfrom thetwo floorsdirectly beneath the chamber,
wherethe bellsare housed. Protected by glovesand masks,
they spent four hours sweeping and scrubbing away four
yearsworth of dirt and pigeon waste from thewooden
floorsand stairs.

OnMay 25, Peter Jensen joined the effort and
got to the belfry through the trap door that had been
blocked by debris. A hatch in the roof had come open,
alowingin pigeonsand the elements. Peter moved over 14
eggsand 3 hatchlingsto the roof where adult pigeonscould
locate them and closed the hatch. Jamesand Mark focused
on cleaning the banister and bal usters of thelong, narrow
staircase that winds behind the organ leading into thetower
itsdf.

Thethreebellsappear to bein good shape, even
thoughonehasa
cracked whesl.
Thankstothese
guys, we can now
getintheroomsto
ringthebdls. Still
thebelfry andthe
two roomsbel ow
need additional
scrubbingand
cleaning, leftover
materid sfrom past
congruction
projectsneed to
beremoved, and the hatch needsfurther securing. Volun-
teersshould contact either Peter or James.

(James Splond becamea . Matt’smember thisspring
Besidescleaning thebatsfromthebelfry, hehasregularly
contributed hisfreshly-baked cinnamon rollsto coffee hour
and hislovely voicetotheservice))
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Seasonal Efforts

Not only isSt. Matt’ssounding
better, but it’slooking better too thanksto
the new terracottaplanter s, that Diane
K aese, Reed Bakirtjy-Kaese, and John
Seppananen filled with Alberta Spruce,
pansies, impatiens, hostas, and eyonomus.
Whilethey wereat it, our favorite
greenthumbs decked out the Barrow
Mansionwith limestone planters.

John, Diane, and Peter Jensen
also put their architectural skillstowork on
thenew bluestonepatio between the
church and mansion. Peter bought the
supplies, and Carlo, of Jm Luty Contract-
ing, actudly laid thestone.

(Now if wecould only get Diane' sfan off
the patio and onto theroof....)

Last winter acrack intheboiler
developed which alowed most of the steam
toleak out of the system beforeit got a

chanceto hesat the building.
Most of the steam ended up
inthe basement and back

'Jéf

hallsof thechurch, which
caused doorsto swell shut
andtheair to beheavy with l I

moigure.

Thanksto Peter Jensen, anew
boiler wasingtdledintimefor autumn
2002. Liketheold boiler, the new one uses
oil fud. All of thesteam vavesonthe
radiatorswerereplaced thiswinter. Weare
currently working onhaving dl of theold
insulation removed from thedistribution
pipesthat arelocated withinthecellar. Once
thiswork completed new pipeinsulation will

beinstaled.

Thenext project isto replace the copier,
whichis5to 7 yearsold. Donationsare

welcome.
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The Installation

OnMay 26 Pastor Gladys
M oor € singtallation brought in 25 white-
vested clergy fromal over Hudson County,
inaddition to thefriendsand family of both
Pastor Mooreand St. Matthew’s.

Roger Hostetler led the procession
of clergy tothealtar. TheRev. Connie
Bonner saidtheliturgy, whichwascoordi-
nated by the Rev. Triffel L. Felske. Rev.
Mary Forell’ssermon encouraged usto all
“openupinaway we venever been open
before.” Then Bishop E. Roy Riley per-
formedtheactud ingtallation.

Theoffering went tothe Bishop's
Discretionary Fund and the Stand With
AfricaCampaign.

Afterwardseveryone gathered
downgtairsfor dinner hosted by the stalwart
cooksof S. Matthew's.

Side Notes

Rummage Salesare one of the
fundraisersthat St. Matthew’ sdependsonto
meet our daily expenses. TheMay 4 & 11sde
brought in $1,400.

They have also brought in peoplefrom
the community, peoplewho have become
friendsover theddiciousfood prepared and
served by Andy Rhode Jr. at thelunch
counter heruns.

EmmaBehrensandCarrie
Haverlock welcome donationsof both
articlesfor saleand your participationfor the
next Rummage Sale, scheduled for September
7 and 14.

Wherewould St. Matt’sInter national

L uncheon bewithout IndraJanglee, Rannie
Mordi, and RufinaPrimla’sfamouschickpess,
roti, and sweet and sour chicken, or Lydia
Brown’slasgna, Nancy Thomas'sbeansand
rice, or LaraHanson’sTempeh?

Theluncheon, which happened on
Brought in donationsof $150for &. Matt's.

Walking the WALK!!

LydiaBrown participatedintheannua AIDS
WALK New York on Sunday, May 19, aspart of the
God'sLoveWe Ddliver (GLWD) team. It wasabeautiful
day and over 40,000 people“waked thewak.” Lydia
doesn’t know thetotal raised for thewhole WALK but the
GLWD team raised over $20,000 whichwill begivento
God'sLove, an organization that preparesand delivers
meal s (5 daysaweek) to homebound personswithAIDSin
NY C and Hudson County, NJ. Lydiasaysthanksto the
folksat &. Matthewswho supported her. With those
contributions, morefrom her co-workersand matching
fundsfrom her employer, sheraised over $1100.
Lydiavolunteerson Friday morningsat God'sLoveto pack
out that day’smealsfor delivery. If itthewalk wasnot ona
Sunday morning, she’ d recruit more of you towalk next
year aspart of the GLWD team.

ANOTE: Let’sCelebratewhich supportsthe St.
Matthew’sfood pantry hasitsannual Raceto Deliver inthe
fal inLiberty State Park. Let’'shaveaSt. Matthew’steam
torun/walk.

In our Prayers...

Nancy Roberts, LydiaBrown’smother, hasbeen
experiencing heart troubles. Lydia'sbrother, Carl Roberts,
ishaving cancer surgery.

Frieda Faltingshad another stroke around the
beginning of May. After afew daysinthehospital, she
returned to the L akeview Sub-Acute Care Center, 130
Terhune Rd. Rm. 60; Wayne, NJ07470. Pastor Moore
visited her on Mother’sDay and reportsthat “ She'snot as
lucid asshewas, but still knowswhen shegetsmail and
respondswell tovisits.”

Andy Rhode Jr. had hip replacement surgery on
April 11, by April 15 hewasin rehab, and by April 18 hewas
told he could go home. Now hisdoctor, who teaches other
docs, saysthat Andy is* Doneand Good.” Andy’sadviceis,
“Gotothedoctor beforeit getsbad.” (Ask himto show you
his Joint Replacement card —to get him through metal detec-
tors.)

Pleasea so remember:

GladysGreenwald, Ruth Weismann, Jeremy
Brown, Chuck Winch, Frank Schwalenber g, Jackie,
Dorothy, MarieKulat, Semaj and Chalonne M cL eod.
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Being a Lutheran

By Mark Blickley

I’malLutheran. It feelsgood to say it, but what doesthat
mean?Asan adol escent, it meant getting out of school early
on Tuesday afternoonsfor ReligiousInstruction. It meant
walking thehalf block to S. Paul’sEvangdlical Lutheran
Churchfor confirmation classes, wherel confirmed that my
German haf had conquered my Italian half inthe battlefor
my soul.

Thenfor decades| shrugged off my earlier Lutheran
valuesand replaced themwith azealousdevotiontoArt as
religion, whichwasultimately unsatisfying.

Afriendintroduced meto St. Matthew’sand its
band of disappointed yet determined parishioners. Disap-
pointed after yearswithout apastor, but determined to keep
the church going. Despite the sparse Sunday attendance,
the enthusi astic flesh-pressing during the Passing of the
Peacereminded meof theearly Chrigtians, underdogsin
catacombs, who would not |et oppression destroy their faith
or suppresstheir joy infellowship. And then there' scoffee
hour....
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Calendar of Events

Rummage Sale
September 7" and 14"

It'stimeto clear out your clutter
beforedl thosefdl activitieshit full-force.
Bring those fabul ous but not-as-neces-
sary-as-you-once-thought itemsto St.
Matthew’ sso that othersmay havethe
opportunity to purchasethem.

Book Group

June 20t

TheBook Groupwill meet at
Karen Cantrell’s, 158 Franklin Street
Floor 5, NY C; to discuss A Gesture Life
by Chang-rae L ee. The Amazing Adven-
tures of Kavliere and Clay has been
selected for our summer reading. Discus-
sionin September to be announced.
Anyoneinterested should speak with
Karen Cantrell or LydiaBrown.

First Communion
Starting in September

First Communion Classand
Acolyte Clubwill begin. Please speak
with Pastor Mooreto get your child
enrolled.
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New Faces...

Nathan and L araHanson found &. Matt’safter Nathan's

brother, aL utheran pastor and currently amissionary in
Senegal, heard Pastor Moore speak. Having just moved to
Jersey City from Brooklyn, the Hansonswerelooking for a
“lively, friendly, diverse congregation withgood muscand a
reconcilinginChrigt.”

A phonecall with Pastor Moore—even before she
had decided tojoin us—convinced themtovisit. They first
appeared soon after September 11, and they became
membersonApril
28.

Nathan, whose
father and grandfa
thersweredl
Lutheranminigters,
hasabackgroundin
| jazzmusic. Hehas
beenplayinghis
soprano saxophone
dongsdeTim
Andrews sorgan
during services. He
has also helped John Seppanen on the St. Matt’ swebsite.

Laraiscurrently pursuingan MFA in Interdiscipli-
nary art at Goddard Collegein Plainfield, VT. Her interests
includevisual, dance, and performance art. Sheteachesat
the Churchill School in Manhattan.

ClaudiaPerry found her way to St. Matt's
after Pastor M oore knocked on her door and
invited her over. Whileshehasn't yet officidly
becomeamember, weall have hopesthat this
Jeopardy star will joinus.

Inearly May, Claudiagot asfar asthe
Jeopardy Million Dollar Master semi-findls,
excdlingin categorieslikereligion. Shewasa
four-timewinner in 1997 and called back for
the 1998 Tour of Champions.

Inaddition, Claudiaisan American
DiabetesA ssociation volunteer and the head of
theAmerican Baseball Research Writers. She
wasthefirst and only black woman sports
writer inVirginia. Now sheworksfor the Sar
Ledger.

On the Internet...
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It seemseveryone' sgot onethesedaysand
. Matthew’ snow isno exception. If you have not
already heard about and seen the new websiteits
worthavist.

Goto: www.stmatthewgc.org

Thewebsiteiscurrently designedto provid-
ing thosein thecommunity (and beyond) who don’t
already know about St. Matthew’sand whowe
are. Thepotentid for enhancing communication
and strengthen connectionswithin S Matthew’sis
also part of thisdevelopment and asmembers
becomemorefamiliar with thewebsteit will under
gofurther evolution.
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