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A NOTE FROM PASTOR

“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of
i Yfrom the first day until
now.” Philippians 1:3-5

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

It’s almost been a week since my dear and beloved dachshund, Tucker, tragically drowned in a
neighbor’s pool while doing what he loved to do, chasing a cat. While I am grieving deeply, I am
also feeling the wonderful embrace of your love, prayers and support. This is one of the things
that makes being a Christian so great; for we do our best to practice what St. Paul wrote about:

“If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice
together with it.” I Corinthians 12:26

Your cards, phone calls and hugs have been just what I needed to get me through this difficult
time. I rejoice that this gift of community is not meant only for us, but is indeed God’s gift #hrough
us to our neighborhood, city and world. As the last weeks of summer draw to a close, my prayer is
that we will continue to uphold one another, our community and this war-weary world in our
prayers. God knows that prayer is needed! Martin Luther himself understood this. On an entry in
his Table Talk collection from May 18t 1532, when Luther’s puppy Tdlpel, happened to be at the
table, looked for a morsel from his master, and watched with open mouth and motionless eyes,
Luther said, “Oh, if I could only pray the way this dog watches the meat! All his thoughts are con-
centrated on the piece of meat. Otherwise he has no thought, wish, or hope.” (Table Talk, Nunber
274) Let us pray as fervently as Tucker was attentive to his food, so that our bread and our breath,
Jesus, may spread healing love and hope all over the world.

In Christ’s Peace, Pastor Gladys

MINISTRY OF ICONS AND IMAGES LISA BELLAN-BOYER

In the month of August, the ministry of icons and images in worship and education at St. Matthew’s
will feature the story of Sadako, in commemoration of the 615t anniversary of the atomic bombings
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Sadako Sasaki was a two-year-old who lived in Hiroshima when the
bomb was dropped. She survived, only to contract leukemia from the effects of the radiation. She
died at the age of 12. During her illness, she took up an old Japanese tradition, that of folding
origami paper cranes. Folding 1,000 cranes, a symbol of long life and happiness, was said to grant a
prayerful wish. Sadako folded and prayed for healing and peace, for herself and the whole world.

After her death, her schoolmates took up her story and sent it all over the globe. Paper cranes and a
statue of Sadako are part of the Hiroshima Peace Park Memorial, and have become a symbol of
humanity’s prayers for peace. Since September 11th, 2001, thousands of origami cranes have been
sent to St. Paul’s Chapel at “ground zero,” across from the entrance to the World Trade Center
PATH Station. Each one represents someone’s earnest prayers for peace in our world. All are
inspired by Sadako’s courageous example. Some of the origami cranes (shown at left) at St. Paul’s
were sent from Hiroshima: the first place commonly known as “ground zero.”

Written by her classmates, the inscription at the base of the Sadako memorial in the
Hiroshima Peace Park reads: “This is our cry. This is our prayer. Peace in the world.”
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NEW HYMNAL AND WORSHIP REOSURCES ON THE WAY!

With the development of Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW), the ELCA is producing for
the first time a whole new family of worship resources. St. Matthew’s already uses Sundays
and Seasons.Com to prepare our weekly worship bulletin and prayers. Our hope is to put-
chase 100 new copies of ELW this fall in addition to the ongoing on-line resources that we
use.

YOU CAN HELP US do this, by giving gifts either to honor special people in your lives or to remember loved
ones who now rest from their labors. If we order the hymnals before October 2nd we can purchase them at the
reduced rate of $17.50 per book instead of the regular price of $20.00. Please consider giving the gift of at least 1-
2 hymnals (more if you’re able) to St. Matthew’s as soon as possible.

Make checks payable to:

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church and write “ELW” on your memo line. Let’s see how quickly we can fill
our pews with new hymnals and our church with the sound of new music.

WELCOME: VICAR MARSHA ANDERSON

August has finally arrived! I am so excited to be here at St. Matthew’s as your new vicar! New
beginnings are so full of anticipation — I'm anticipating the amazing work that God will do
during our time together, and I’'m also anticipating the growing edges that we’ll work on to-
gether. As your first vicar in many years (since Pastor Gladys was a vicar here!), this new be-
ginning is extra new, and I’'m looking forward to figuring out - along with all of you - what this
internship is really all about for all of us. My prayer is that we will all learn together — chal-

| lenging one another, loving one another, being disciples of Christ with one another!

But first, I suppose we need to get to know one another.

I grew up in North Carolina and graduated from high school in Fayetteville — a small city
~ most well known as the home of Fort Bragg. Although my family was not directly connected
with the military, participating in a Lutheran congregation in which many members were in
the military helped prepare me for life in congregations where people come from all over and where there is tons
of change.

I went on to graduate from Wake Forest University with a degree in math and spanish. Our mascot at Wake Forest
is the Demon Deacon...which I hope has nothing to say about my ministry here at St. Matthew’s. I'll try not to be
your Demon Vicar! After college, as I was beginning to discern a call to ordained ministry, I spent a year in Chapel
Hill, NC doing an internship through Americorps. That year, I coordinated an after-school program for Latino
middle-schoolers through Communities in Schools of North Carolina. I then entered seminary at the Lutheran
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia (Pastor Gladys’ alma mater) where I have been studying for the past two
years. Seminary for Lutherans is generally four years, the third of which is a full time internship in a parish- which
is what I’'m doing here at St. Matthew’s this year.I have absolutely adored seminary thus far, but I’'m thrilled to
have a break from theoretical learning for a while and to have a chance to learn first-hand from all of you what
urban ministry is all about.

And now that the official stuff is out of the way, here’s what you really need to know: I love good movies, good
albums, long walks on the beach (seriously), dark beer, and things that are green. But seriously, I have already en-
joyed meeting many of you, and I look forward to meeting all of you this year. It promises to be a great one.

Shalom, Vicar Marsha






