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          Pastor Gladys and Brian McGovern, Council President 

A  N O T E  F R O M  P A S T O R      

     2 0 0 7 — 2 0 0 8  S T .  M A T T H E W ’ S   
        N I N E  T O  D I N E  P R O G R A M  

                                                    Register TODAY to Join the Fun!    
St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church– Jersey City will establish 

new Nine to Dine groups in September that will meet together once a month 
through May, and then meet with all Nine to Dine groups and other St. Matthew’s 
members in June at the Annual All Church Picnic. Nine to Dine is a new Service 
and Fellowship program at St. Matthew’s that will provide a fun way for you to get 
better acquainted, and participate in St. Matthew’s service projects, with eight other 
members or regular visitors at our church.                                                            
For More Information Contact Nine to Dine Co-Chairs: Jorge Candelaria at 
jorge.candelaria1@comcast.net; or Carol or Harvey Andersen at (201) 455-
5321 or by email at HJAndersen@aol.com.  Nine to Dine registrations must 
be received by Pastor Gladys by Sun 9/10, or received by fax/mail at the 
church or registrations phoned to Harvey at 201-455-5321 before 5pm on 9/11.  
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A chaplain for the NYC Fire Depart-
ment, Mychal Judge was officially 
listed as first on the casualty list 
from the attacks of September 11th, 
2001 in NYC. Among the very first 
responders, he had removed his 
helmet in order to better hear, as he 
prayed with one of the people dying 
outside on the plaza at the World 
Trade Center; and was struck on the 
head and killed. Four heartbroken 
firefighters carried him to Old St. 
Peter’s Church, one block away, and 
laid his body at the altar. They later 
thanked Mychal Judge for posthu-
mously saving their lives, because, 
while they were at the church, the 
first tower collapsed. by Lisa Bellan-Boyer 

 

 

 In two days our country will commemorate the tragic events that occurred five years ago 
on September 11th 2001. Between the first year anniversary of Hurricane Katrina and the 
fifth anniversary of 9/11, the news has been primarily focused on questions such as: 
“Where is home for the Katrina survivors?” or “Are we safer than we were 5 years ago?”  

Such questions immediately bring to mind the words of Psalm 146: “Do not put your          
trust  in royalty, in mortals, in whom there is no help. When their breath departs, 
they return to the earth; on that very day their plans perish. Blessed are those whose 
help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Most High their God.” (Psalm 146 vv. 
2-4) 
I resonate with the Psalmist’s answer, for he understood that to put our trust in rulers or 
governments, whether benevolent or not, will never result in our ultimate security and help.  
That only comes from God. However, as part of the people of God, we make it our aim to 
work with God in God’s mission of securing and saving the world, of helping to bring 
forth God’s shalom. As this new school year begins and the relaxing days of summer give 
way to autumn’s busyness, I encourage you to come to worship more often so that you 
might be fed for your journey of peace-making in the world.   
See you in church.                             In Christ,  
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