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A NOTE FROM PASTOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In the 420d chapter of Isaiah the 9t verse, the prophet writes, “See, the
former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they
spring forth, I tell you of them.”

Autumn is often perceived as the season of death, dying and change as the
leaves begin to turn from green to yellow, orange and crimson and ever-so-

gently glide to their death.

But autumn is also the season of new life as school begins again and the
church gears up for the final weeks of Pentecost, the season of growth. Signs
of newness are all around at St. Matthew’s. We’ve begun a new Sunday
School with children from both our neighborhood and our congregation
participating. A new small group ministry, “Nine to Dine” has commenced,
and there are presently four groups starting to gather for meals and ministry
to and with each other.

The first week of October we hosted a screening of “An Inconvenient
Truth” in partnership with Green Faith, to encourage our congregation and
community to reflect on the dangers of global warming and learn about what
we can do to turn the course of events towards better stewardship of the
earth. About 125 of our members and neighbors came to the screening. And
in addition to the movie, our St. Matthew’s Jubilee Core Team and others are
meeting with Downtown Councilman Steven Fulop to begin a dialogue with
him about ways to create more affordable housing in Jersey City.

In the next few weeks we will begin a new choir as well so that we might sing
praises to the God who does all things well and is making all things new. It is
great to be a part of such a lively and renewing community! Come, taste and
see all the new things that God is doing in and through St. Matthew’s, and
give yourselves to the joy of being renewed and of making all things new.

I look forward to seeing you in church!

In Christ,
Pastor Gladys
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Reservoir 3 located on Summit, Jefferson, Central Avenues and Pershing Plaza (Troy St.) in the Heights
section of Jersey City is a hidden jewel of our city. The reservoir covers about 13 acres and has transformed into a
burgeoning natural habitat/natutre preserve, becoming home to various types of flora, fauna, trees, birds, fish and
small animals. The water is large enough that kayaking took place twice this year and folks come to fish every
Saturday. The reservoir has been open all summer on Saturdays and has been granted an extension, with many
thanks to the City Council, to open on Saturdays during October from around 9 AM to 5PM.

Words cannot truly describe the beauty of this natural habitat in the middle of Jersey City, but I can tell
you that whether I am kayaking, walking around giving a tour or just standing within this lush habitat, I feel at such
complete peace. I leave the hustle and bustle of life behind and truly feel and know the presence and peace of God
within and around me. I strongly urge others to visit, see and feel for yourself. I can guarantee that once someone
visits, they will wonder why anyone would want to destroy such a beautiful place with so much potential to teach
and give us an appreciation of nature.

For more information, including beautiful color photographs and a history of the reservoir and the efforts taking
place to try to save it, visit the Reservoir Alliance website at www.jcreservoir.org. ~ May God bless us all.

After much thought, discussion, and prayer, we have arrived at a plan for bringing choir music back to St.
Matthew's. We are keeping the best and replacing the most frustrating aspects of our past choirs. We invite you -
and anyone you know who sings - to join us in this renewed ministry of music at St. Matthew's. Here are just a few
of our plans for a new choir.

We will rehearse EVERY THURSDAY EVENING FROM 7:00 TO 8:30 PM, beginning Thursday, 10/12, and
continuing through the end of the year, (except no rehearsals 11/23 and 12/28). Every Sunday we sing, we will
also rehearse briefly before the service from 10:35 to 10:45 AM. The one thing we ask of you in return is to notify

us by email or phone before each and every rehearsal you will NOT be attending,
so we can select appropriate music for the singers we will have. Also, just for this
beginning month of October, please confirm with us which rehearsals you WILL
be attending (10/12, 10/19, 10/26). Please do not ever hesitate to let us know \}
what you are thinking and feeling about our choir and other musical activities - if
we don't communicate with each other, we won't be able to grow as fast and
deep. With your participation and support we can build up the music at St. Mat-
thew's to a new and wonderful level!

For questions write: stmattsmusic@aol.com or call Tim Andrews at
(646) 831 - 5903.

Thank you for helping us both go to camp this summer at Crossroads Camp!

We had a great time! Even now with cooler days, we like remembering the warm
sunshine at Crossroads, making new friends, having fun, and all the things we
learned about how much God loves us.

Rodney Aycox Lily Aycox

St. Matthew’s Congregation Council Report on Attendance:

Our September Sunday Attendance: 9/3: 41 9/10: 55 9/17. 45 9/24: 45







