
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

November 1 is All Saints Day, the wonderful date in the Christian calendar when we give thanks to God 
for those followers of Jesus who are a part of the Church Triumphant and for those who still serve Christ 
here on earth.  Perhaps more than anything, All Saints Day is about remembering --- remembering Jesus, 
whose way we are privileged to follow and whose work we are entrusted to do; and remembering those 
who have been and are living reminders of Christ for us today. 

During the 1920’s Lesbia Scott, the wife of an Anglican priest, wrote hymns for her three children as 
expressions of their faith. One such hymn was “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God” which was intended 
for use on saints’ days to reinforce the fact that saints not only lived in the distant past but also include 
living folks like you and me. The final verse of her song captures this sentiment so well:  

They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.                                                       
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.                                                          
You can meet them in school, on the street, in the store, in church, by the sea, in the house next 
door;                                                                                                                                                        
They are saints of God, whether rich or poor, and I mean to be one too.                                                                           
I am so thankful to be a part of a church that understands that one doesn’t have to be canonized by the 
church’s hierarchy to be a saint.  Our canonization took place at our baptism into Christ, and as saints, he 
sends us out to do God’s will in the world.  As Scott implies, you can find us anywhere because we are 
everywhere.  Come celebrate All Saints Sunday on November 5, 2006 with us in worship at 11:00 a.m. 

                                                              In Christ’s Peace, 
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Near the end of this month, we’ll be giving thanks for many things, one of which will be the new begin-
ning of the Creative Arts Club (CAC)!  For those who aren’t familiar with the CAC, it is an after-school 
program that will meet once a week, on Wednesday afternoons here at St. Matthew’s.  Professional artists 
will come in and teach kids in grades 2-6 about things like theater, dance, ceramics, and music.  The pro-
gram is free, other than a small one-time registration fee, and exposes children to a fantastic variety of 
skills outside of what they may learn during a typical school day.  We will also take time to work on read-
ing and computer skills with them.  This month I’ve been spreading the word around downtown Jersey 
City at PTA meetings, and the program is filling up quickly. 

There are several ways you can help!  In order to provide dinner for the kids each Wednesday, we need   
members of St. Matthew’s to donate those (simple, kid-friendly foods are best, of course).  Look for a  
sign-up sheet during coffee hour in weeks to come.  We are also still in need of 
computers (see specifications on page 4 of the October 2006 St. Matthew’s 
Messenger.. available on the website at www.stmatthewsjc.org). Volunteers are 
always welcome on Wednesdays from 4-6:30 as well.   

The first day of the program will be Nov. 29, the Wednesday after Thanks-
giving.  A special thanks to Deb Comeau who will be one of the CAC art 
teachers. Let us give thanks for this renewed adventure!                                           
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