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A NOTE FROM PASTOR

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Happy New Year! | pray that in this new year you will be filled with God’s gracious presence and know
the depth of God’s care for you as recorded in the prophet Jeremiah 29:11: “For surely | know the plans
I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”

Last week when Wesley Autry heroically jumped into the path of an oncoming train to save the life of
Cameron Hollopeter, he truly gave him “a future with a hope.” | was profoundly moved by Mr. Autry’s
story. There were so many things that touched me: his rapid and selfless response; his willingness to
enter into the filth of the track’s gulley without a moment’s hesitation; his courage in jumping on top of
the young man as he saw the train approaching, even as his own daughters witnessed his possible de-
mise; and his utter humility in the aftermath to name a few.

In many ways, Autry’s selfless act incarnated the courage and compassion of Jesus, the One whose birth
we recently celebrated. For in his living, dying and rising again, Jesus threw himself onto the tracks of
our trespasses and brokenness, covering our pain with his body so that we might be safe and saved. Be-
cause he lives, we live too; free to give ourselves away for the world, even if not in such a dramatic and
daring fashion as Mr. Autry did.

Yesterday the Epiphany season began. Throughout the next few weeks we will hear lessons about how
God’s love was and is revealed to the world in Jesus. | pray that we will be “epiphanies” for the world
too, showing God’s love and compassion in whatever ways we can, especially for the sake of those who
have fallen on the tracks or through the cracks of this life: our sisters and brothers living in poverty;
those who are sick or hospitalized; the elderly and infirm; those living with war and  oppression; those
sitting in prison or living in the shadows of death.

As the light of Christ shown brightly through Wesley Autry (at least that’s how | see it), may it shine
brightly in and through each one of us. And may we all be blessed with a healthy and hopeful new year.

In Christ’s Peace,
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Creative Fun at St. Matthew’s

Creative Arts Club students
have fun with their drama

teacher, Monica Hunken, playing a game
during their 6 weeks of drama classes.







