
Dear Members and Friends, 
On Sunday, June 3rd we will hear these words from Ecclesiastes as we bid farewell to 
one another as pastor and people: “For everything there is a season and a time for 
every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die;…a time to weep and a 
time to laugh;... a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to seek and a time to 
lose…” 

The time is now upon us to say farewell to each other and oh, how I will miss you!  I will 
miss worshiping with you, as we weekly centered our lives in Christ through Word and 
Sacrament; I will miss the warm hugs you so willingly give to all as we share Christ’s 
peace; I will miss the laughter that sometimes erupted at Rummage Sales when I 
donned my “Tina Turner” wig; I will miss baptizing your babies and watching them grow; I 
will miss our beautiful children coming forward for children’s sermons and often sharing 
wisdom beyond their years; and I will miss your passion for the Gospel, especially when 
it comes to caring for those who live on the margins of life. 

 

As I prepare to move to Massachusetts to begin a new adventure at Mount Holyoke   
College as Dean of Religious and Spiritual Life and Director of Diversity and Inclusion 
(This is a mouthful, isn’t it?), I want you to know how well you have prepared me for my 
new position here at St. Matthew’s and in the New Jersey Synod. Your deep way of     
embracing the diversity of God’s people has been refreshing in an increasingly intolerant 
and hostile world.  Your appreciation for the sacredness of every created life, human 
and animal, has touched me deeply.  And your willingness to struggle with what it means 
to be a congregation that truly welcomes all people is a gift to the world. 

 

I pray that God will continue to send eager disciples to St. Matthew’s; people who don’t 
just want to get something from the church (although it’s important that we meet       
people’s needs) but who also want to give of their best to God and God’s people. I pray 
that each of you will continue to love and serve one another in good times and bad, as 
Christ has loved and served us.  I pray that you will honor your elected leaders by        
participating with them in God’s mission; and I pray that your joy and trust in Christ    
Jesus will grow as you lean into him for daily strength and guidance. Please know that I 
will carry you all in my heart and that I look forward to hearing from and seeing you in 
person after I get settled into my new call. I leave you with these words from St. Paul as 
we conclude our mutual ministry together: “I thank my God every time I remember you, 
constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your  
sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who 
began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”                                            
                 In Christ’s Peace,     

                                                                                                            Pastor Gladys 

       A NOTE FROM PASTOR  
S P R I N G  2 0 0 7  

A  C A R I N G  A N D  D I V E R S E  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  
C H R I S T  

S T .  M A T T H E W ’ S  
M E S S E N G E R  

I N S I D E  T H I S  
I S S U E :  

C O N G R E G A T I O N  
H I G H L I G H T S  

2  

W E L C O M E  N E W  
M E M B E R S  T O  
S T .  M A T T H E W S   

2  

P R A Y E R   

C O R N E R  

3  

G O D S P E E D  A N D  
F A R E W E L L  T O  
V I C A R  M A R S H A  

3  

F O O D  P A N T R Y  
G I F T S  N E E D E D  
T H I S  S U M M E R  

4  

C H U R C H      
C A L E N D A R    
U P D A T E S  

4  

N E W S  F L A S H  
F R O M  T H E -
T O W N S E N D ’ S  

4  

S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  O F  
I N T E R E S T :   

• God Speed to Pastor Gladys 
on Sunday, June 3, 2007 at 
St. Matthew’s: 11:00 am  
service in the sanctuary with 
dinner following in Bavendam 
Hall.  

• For any church  concerns 
please  contact                 
Congregation  President 
Peter  Jensen  at              
(917) 204-9926. 



DON’T MISS IT! 

Sunday, June 10 Church Service and Communion at 10:00 am  
                  We return to the summer worship schedule at St. Matthew’s on Sunday June 10. With the summer 

heat we’ll begin at 10:00 am and Pastor Judith Spindt will be preaching. On July 1st  summer   
worship services will move down to the air-conditioned Bavendam Hall at 10:00 am each Sunday.  

PLAY BALL! 

June 9, Saturday 12:00 Noon St. Matthews Annual Church Picnic and  Softball Game    
                Please make plans to come join us Cross Roads Outdoor Ministries on Saturday, June 9h for great 

fellowship, good food and the annual softball game. Pastor Moore’s team once again will work hard 
to win. All the 2006-2007 Nine to Dine Groups are invited to come and share about their year   
together and service projects with everyone at the Picnic. The Church Picnic culminates this year’s 
St. Matthew’s Nine to Dine Groups. New Nine to Dine Groups will be formed in the fall and we hope 
you’ll consider getting involved in this great way to grow deeper in faith, closer in fellowship, and 
stronger in service as a part of our St. Matthew’s church family. 

I M P O R T A N T  C O N G R E G A T I O N  H I G H L I G H T S  

                                    

 

 

 

                   Received by Baptism: 

                         Isabel Fernald 

                         Dameire Fitch 

                                                      Simone Payne 

 

                                             Received by Affirmation of Baptism 

                Jamie Crosby 
                                                  Lois Jones 
                                                  Mark Munzel 
                                                  Myrna Perez 
 
                                             Received by Transfer of Membership 

                                                   Paul Ellis 

                                                   Rev. Judith Spindt 
 

Page 2 S T .  M A T T H E W ’ S  M E S S E N G E R  

 
CHURCH PICNIC   

Saturday, June 9, 2007 
Cross Roads Outdoor  

Ministries 

       

         W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R S  A T  S T .  M A T T H E W ’ S     
 L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  I N  2 0 0 7 :         

J 

 
Luke 18:16  ……....and Jesus said, 

“Let the children come to me, and 
do not hinder them; for 
to such belongs the  
kingdom of God.” 



Discussing “the rhythm of life for a kingdom dweller”, the Rev. Kenneth Gottman said, “Every 
washing becomes a baptism; every eating a Communion.  Every sleeping becomes a dying; every 
rising a resurrection.”  I like that quote, especially these days as I’m thinking about the rhythm of 
life…the perpetual cycle of endings and new beginnings.  As things around us change, certain thing 
remain the same – we are washed clean, we are fed, we die with Christ, and we rise again. 

 

As my time at St. Matthew’s has come to a close, I am reminded of all we’ve been through together 
– the baptisms, communions, deaths and daily kinds of resurrections.  I’ve especially been reflect-
ing on all of the eating we’ve done together – all of those ‘eucharist’ moments.  Eucharist is not 
simply another name for Communion, but it comes from a greek word meaning “thanksgiving”.  
We’ve had many thanksgiving meals – community-building, healing meals.  Just recently we ate together at Stephanie’s 
“Thanksgiving for Life” and we celebrated her long-awaited recovery.  During Lent, we met together for soup and conversation 
that was sometimes cathartic, sometimes hilarious.  In the fall, we had pot-roast together and raised money for those outside 
of our immediate community through the Hyacinth Foundation.  Every month, we eat together before council meetings, giving 
thanks for the guidance God provides to our leaders.  We’ve shared meals following funerals and following weddings, during 
meetings and after all the meetings are over.  Nine to Dine groups have met in homes and restaurants, checking in with one 
another and giving thanks for the gift of another month and for the gifts of community. 

 

I will fondly remember all of these ‘eucharist’ meals that we have shared together, giving thanks for all of you and for all you 
have taught me this year.  As I leave, and as we all gear up for big changes, each Sunday, as I eat the bread and drink the 
wine, I will remember you, fellow members of the body of Christ.  And I will miss you terribly, but I know you’ll be in God’s 
hands, being washed and fed through life’s ups and downs.                                          Peace be with you,        

                                                                                                                                     Vicar Marsha 

                       S O M E  T H O U G H T S  F R O M  V I C A R  M A R S H A  

   ST. MATTHEW’S PRAYER  CORNER:     Our New Prayerbook– ELW                                    by Deacon Paul Bellan-Boyer 
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We call them hymnals, because of all the songs. But in truth they are prayerbooks. I used to think that reciting “canned” 
prayers was somehow less prayerful than the spontaneous prayer of the heart. I thought that my heart and body and mind and 
spirit and soul could not be fully involved in praying words someone else has taught me – but I was wrong! And I also was for-
getting that my first teachers of prayer – my parents and grandparents, and the liturgy in church – gave me my prayer lan-
guage, from “Now I lay me down to sleep” to “Come Lord Jesus, be our guest,” to “Create in me a clean heart, O God.” 
  
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) is the newest “worship resource” for the Lutheran Church. It contains a number of wor-
ship services, the liturgy (from the Greek leitiourgia, “work of the people”). Whether the weekly service of holy communion, the 
daily prayer services, or the so-called occasional services, much of the liturgy is drawn from scripture, and the worship service 
is filled with prayer. 
  
ELW contains the entire book of Psalms (after p.338), itself often called the prayerbook of the Bible, And ELW has 73 pages of 
prayers for the church year and particular circumstances (p.18). If you read our hymns, many of them are written as prayers, 
and can be used just that way in private devotions. For instance: 
·  Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand (ELW 773)               Build us up, Lord, build us up (670) 
·  Rock of ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee (623)                           Come gracious Spirit, heav’nly dove (404) 
  Gracious Spirit, heed our pleading, fashion us all anew (401)                        Grant peace, we pray, in mercy, Lord (784) 
·  Abide with me, fast falls the eventide (629) 
·        ·        ·         
 So, all this is by way of saying that the new hymnal is also our new prayerbook. When you have a few moments, look inside 
and use it for your own prayer. If you would like to try a copy of ELW for your own use at home, please see me or Tim Andrews. 
  
Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our imaginations, so control our wills, that we 
may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated to you; and then use us, we pray, as you will, but always to your glory and the welfare of 
your people, through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.             Amen. [ELW p.86] 




