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St. Matthew’s Rummage Sale

Returns on September 8

a

Special Thanks to Laird Ehlert for coordinating the St. Matthew’s

Welcome Booth and to all members and friends who helped this year
along with St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, and St. Matthew Lutheran in Union City at
the Jersey City Pride Festival on Saturday, August 25.

September 2007

Ohio. Wisconsin. Minnesota. Torrential rains precipitated flooding
causing loss of life and extensive damage in these and several other
states. Through ELCA Domestic Disaster Response we are there
bringing help and hope through hardship grants, spiritual and emo-
tional care, volunteer coordination, and long-term recovery efforts.

India. Nepal. Bangladesh. Indian Subcontinent flooding is described as the worst in living memory. In
Peru, a devastating earthquake left hundreds dead and thousands homeless. Through ELCA International
Disaster Response we are there, bringing healing and hope with relief—food, water, medicine, shelter—and
long-term recovery efforts.

Your prayers and gifts are urgently needed in these and other places where, through ELCA Disaster
Response, we walk with hurting neighbors on their road to recovery. All—100 percent—of the contributions
designated for “2007 U.S. Summer Flooding,” “Indian Subcontinent Flooding” or “Peru Earthquake” will be
used in that specific response. Visit www.elca.org/disaster to learn more.

Yours in Christ,
Kathryn Sime, Director

ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal

Register by Sunday, 9/30 to Join this Year’s Fun!
St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church— Jersey City invites
you to join one of the new Nine to Dine groups that will begin in October 2007 and
meet once a month through May 2008. All Nine to Dine groups and other St.
Matthew’s members and children will then come together at the end of this aca-
demic year in June for fun, food, sports, and fellowship at the St. Matthew’s Annual
All Church Picnic. Nine to Dine is a Service and Fellowship program at St. Mat-
thew’s that provides a fun way for us to get better acquainted, to participate in St.
Matthew’s service projects, and break bread with eight other members or regular
visitors at our church. For More Information on Nine to Dine Contact : Carol
or Harvey Andersen at (201) 455-5321 or by email at HJAndersen@aol.com.

Nine to Dine information and registration forms are included as an attach-

ment with this copy of your September 2007 St. Matthew’s Messenger.




ST. MATTHEW’S MESSENGER

REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR BLACKWELL: CHILD’S PLAY

As | write this, I am coming into the final day of my summer vacation. I am in
Nashville with my daughter and granddaughter. Two year-old Jada is the great joy of my life. Her energetic
and silly way of singing, dancing, and acting out some of her favorite parts of the 1939 film, The Wizard of Oz,
her “nothing—held—back” grin, her joyous play, her absolute fear of my brother’s curly-haired dachshund with
a “too deep” bark, all the ways that she displays that the world wondrous and awesome, mysterious and fun, |
find fascinating and inspirational. She is a Vitamin B shot to my spirit. Jada, like most healthy and loved
children, engages fully with life and that engagement is life-giving in return. Plus, she doesn’t roll her eyes
when | am silly with her; she likes it when | play with her.

I believe that is what Jesus Christ meant when he said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 18:3, NRSV) Somehow, the innocence of
childhood that allows children to be fully themselves as they interact with the world around them gives way to
responsible adulthood that engenders cautious, half-hidden, self-protective adults. The delight that children
anticipate around every corner eludes us adults, most likely because we forget to look for it, we forget that
delight is one of God’s graces to be sought and savored.

Madeleine L’Engle captures this in her book, Glimpses of Grace: Daily Thoughts and Reflections (NY':
HarperCollins, 1996). In her entry for April 24, “Enjoying God,” she writes about two nuns in a convent: Sr.
Joachina and Sr. Marianna. Sr. Marianna takes open delight in and appreciation of the world and Sr. Joachina
becomes increasingly infuriated by it. She records this exchange:

“I don’t know,” Joachina said flatly. She looked across the table at Mother Escolastica. “I don’t mean
to criticize, Mother, but there’s something wrong with it.”

“With what, child?”

“The way Sister Marianna looks out the window at the flowers, and the way she enjoys that orange.”
“Well?”

“She enjoys it too much.”

Marianna’s mouth was full of juicy pulp. “Aren’t we supposed to?”

When we enjoy life, when we engage fully in the world as ourselves, even the demanding and onerous tasks
that challenge us will give way to joy and delight because there is always more joy and delight in the world
that are ready to see or accept. Of course, we can search for joy and delight in such a single-focused,
goal-oriented undertaking that we miss them altogether. Again, the answer lies with Christ’s directive of be-
coming child-like. Children engage in the world through play.

Child’s play mimics the “real” world, the “adult” world through imitation and imagination. Our call is no
different. We are called to a life of play, particularly holy play. To loosen up, to take ourselves less seriously,
to understand that our work is to play, is to mimic God’s world, the real world through the imitation of Christ
and imagination. It is life-giving and revelatory. Just as children grow intellectually and spiritually through
play, so do we. We come to see ourselves and one another as creative, inspired and inspiring, and free. In other
words we come to see and accept the notion that we are all an image of God: creative, inspiring, and free.

We will very soon abandon the activities and amusements of summer and get back into the routines of school,
long work hours, church programs, etc. | challenge us all, especially myself, to joyfully engage in life through
play, guided by the Holy Spirit, finding delight and new life. We will find that not only will the Holy One like
it when we play with him (God will not roll her eyes); we will like it, too. In Christ,

Rev. Selena L. Blackwell







