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A NOTE FROM PASTOR 1\

St. Matt’s is on the Move!

The fact that we have heard of the apostle Paul is a bit of a miracle. Excluding the fact that
his conversion from a persecutor of the followers of Christ was a miracle in itself, if Paul
had given up when he had been arrested, jailed, whipped, shipwrecked, rejected by other
leaders of the early Christian movement, ignored by some of the churches he helped
found, we would have never heard of him and we would have been all the poorer for it. He
may not have seemed that important at that time in some places, but time and perspective
has shown how key he still is. Paul had faith in Christ and so he was able to respond to the
stirrings of the Holy Spirit that kept Paul on the move for Christ.

St. Matthew’s was founded by faith in Christ and, responding to the stirrings of the Holy
Spirit, has been on the move for nearly 150 years. From being established in 1860 to
serve the German immigrant community, to the construction and dedication of our current
building in 1898, to committing itself to serving community in downtown Jersey City
through the ministry of word and sacrament in the midst of urban upheaval, to being active
partners in building housing for seniors and middle- and low- income families, St. Matt’s
has been on the move. Even through lean and rough times, the congregation has
continued to keep faith in Christ and to respond to the Holy Spirit, so it did not fail and its
ministry continued. St. Matt’s mission, in fact, continued to expand and thrive. Still com-
mitted to serving the downtown community, St. Matt’s ministry and mission is to model
God’s love for all people in many and various ways.

And even now, as the first decade of the 21st century is on the wane, God continues to be
present with us at St. Matthew’s, blessing with daily grace, and sending forth the Holy Spirit
to help us grow in faith and mission to meet the challenges of our urban community
throughout the coming decades.

How do we respond to God’s love, mercy and grace? Like the forebears of St. Matt’s and of
the Christian church, of course. We respond with trust and thanksgiving. Even in the tough
times, our trust in Christ helps us, because we know that what God has done for us before
is just a promise of what lies ahead—an eternal God of steadfast love and mercy that
extends through the millennia.

Elsewhere in this newsletter, there are articles to encourage us in our faith development so
that we will be better able to consistently live out our trust in Christ and heed the stirring of
the Holy Spirit in our midst.

One aspect of faith development is stewardship. Stewardship is more than money, more
than fundraising and more than budgets. Most of all stewardship is not just a once-a-year
event. With that in mind, during the next few weeks, expect a phone call from a member of
the church council to touch base with you, to let you know what is happening and to listen
to what is on your mind regarding the church. Beginning on Reformation Sunday, we will
formally kick off our year-long campaign for faith development and ministry: “St. Matt’s on
the Move.” During the worship service on November 11, we will take some time to discuss
about what specifically St. Matt’s is doing and will soon do, and on November 18, we will
respond to Christ by making a financial commitment in faith. Each month thereafter, we
will emphasize a different aspect of stewardship and faithful commitment.

St. Matt’s: We are a church on the move! In Christ’s peace,

Pastor Blackwell







