
“Fahoo fores dahoo dores. Welcome Christmas, Christmas day” 

                                                                  “Welcome Christmas” from How the Grinch Stole Christmas 

Along with A Christmas Carol and A Charlie Brown Christmas, How the Grinch Stole Christmas is 
one of my favorite Christmas stories and immersing myself in that tale is an ongoing Christmas 
tradition for me. Those three stories reach beyond the private, secular and popular meanings of 
Christmas to the universal and sacred. In each there are messages of relationship between self 
and the community and shalom (peace, joy, thanksgiving, etc) to the world and inner shalom. 
Charlie Brown connects his longing for a deeper meaning to Christmas to the most                     
pathetic–looking tree on the lot and Linus articulates it with a portion of scripture from the Gospel 
of Luke. The meaning of Christmas: A savior who will bring peace on earth and good will toward all 
people. (KJV) The kids hear the message and transform the tree in a beautifully decorated        
evergreen.  

 

A Christmas Carol is a story of the repentance, redemption, and renewal of Ebenezer Scrooge a 
narcissistic miser. One of my favorite lines of this tale occurs near the beginning when the ghost of 
Jacob Marley his long–deceased business partner is showing Scrooge the shades of the dead   
trying but unable to intervene in world of the living, he says: 

 “It is required of every man,” the ghost returned, “that the spirit within him should walk 
abroad among his fellow-men, and travel far and wide; and, if that spirit goes not forth in 
life, it is condemned to do so after death.”                    (continued on Page 2) 
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On the lighter side but no less profound, is How the Grinch Stole Christmas. Hating the townspeople of Whoville, especially at 
Christmas, the Grinch decides to destroy their Christmas celebrations by stealing all the toys, the decorations, and the food 
for the massive feast. His plan fails when, instead of the expected weeping and sobbing, the townspeople gather in the town 
square and sing carols and hymns anyway. “Maybe Christmas,” the Grinch thought, “doesn't come from a store. Maybe 
Christmas perhaps means a little bit more!” 

 

As Christians, we know that Christmas means a whole lot more, but do we express it and how. Every year we are bombarded 
by commercials to buy earlier and spend more. Love your wife? Say it with diamonds. Love your kids? How can you make 
them go through life without cell phones and personal electronic game machines and the video games that go with them. 
Can’t show the love without buying the big, wide screen, flat panel, LCD HDTV for Dad or Grandpa or your Aunt Mildred. 

 

But I am no Grinch. Gift–giving is fun. To watch those you love open a present that you invested thought and time and be 
wonderfully surprised does bring joy. Yet where is that joy located? Where does the boundary lie between reasonable gift–
giving and trying to buy love or assuaging guilt? And finally, how do your gifts help express that Christ came to bring shalom 
to the world not just to families in the world? 

 

Consider alternative gift-giving this Christmas. There are a myriad of ideas from which to choose. Here are just a few: 

• The ELCA has published “The Giving Catalog” that contains loads of opportunities to support mission here in the US 
and abroad, from youth ministry to special retirement needs, from disaster relief aid to funding scholarships from 
supporting worldwide mission to sharing the gospel domestically and internationally. See me or go to www.elca.org/
giving. 

 

• The Heifer Project International also has ways for your Christmas dollars help transform the world. See me or go to 
www.Heifer.org. 

 

• St. Matt’s will have it SERRV Fair on December 1 and 2, 2007. 

• Financial donations to local and state domestic abuse shelters and homeless shelters. 

• Environmental organizations 

• Animal safety and animal habitat organizations 

• Two of my favorites are Doctors without Borders/Médicin Sans Frontières and Amnesty International. 

 

There are, of course, many, many more ways to connect to God’s people and God’s world. I don’t believe it is not as impor-
tant in what we support as it is that we support some cause or group that is making peace in the world. By doing so, we are 
not only laying the groundwork for the world’s renewal, but perhaps ours as well. 

May you know the peace of Christ more fully this Christmas season.                                                                                                                         

                                       Shalom,                                                                                                                                           

                                       Pastor Selena L. Blackwell 
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