
“So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members of 
one another.”     Ephesians 4:15 

No one knows who actually wrote these words to the church in Ephesus nor when they were written but their            
importance is universal and ageless. Time and time again, Christians are called to hear, speak, and act on these words. 
In church–speak this three-fold action—speak, hear, and act—is called prophetic speech, which in turn calls each of us 
to be prophets. One place that must always be the ground of truth is the pulpit. However, sometimes the pulpit can be a 
precarious place for the truth because sometimes we pastors shy away from some of the more difficult truths, lest they 
wound the feelings or the good will of the congregation. But when we pastors remember that truth does not reside in us 
but in Christ, and that the grace of Christ is spread among the whole church, laity and clergy alike, we also remember 
that the whole congregation—members of the body of Christ—are chalices that can hold the truth poured out like a   
libation from Christ. In other words, what Christ speaks to us, even through the mouths of his disciples, we can receive 
because we all are a part of Christ’s body. Put even more simply: We are all in it together. Paul put it this way: 

“If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice to-
gether with it.”           1 Corinthians 12:26 

During the month of March, issues of race and racism came to the fore.  This was largely due to the upcoming April 4th 
observance of the fortieth anniversary of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s assassination, because of the political and 
religious controversy over the comments said by Rev. Dr. Jeremiah Wright and his relationship with US Presidential 
candidate, Barack Obama, and because of Obama’s March 18th speech at Constitution Center in Philadelphia called: “A 
More Perfect Union” about race in America. America has struggled and continues to struggle over the issues of race. The 
church has had an integral role both in the progress of racial understanding and reconciliation and in the sins of racism 
and racial discrimination. The church still is integral. The church, as a sacred place for truth–telling, truth–receiving, 
and holy action, is absolutely key for continued progress of healing the US of its racial divide. In recognition of all that, 
on April 3rd, the United Church of Christ and the National Council of Churches has called pastors and churches across 
the nation to use their pulpits to address the subject of race. This is called to be the beginning of a “sacred                
conversation”—sacred, since, as Christians, we are members united in Christ and therefore need to respectful of the 
dignity and humanity of each of us and a conversation, since we all called to speak, to hear, and to act in truth.  

 

A National Conversation on Race from the Pulpit Begins May 18, 2008 

This conversation will begin in worship as the word will be read and preached, prayed and sung; and, after worship  
there will an opportunity for the discourse to continue through dialogue, discussion, questions and answers.  

Since I am ordained in the United Church of Christ (UCC) and because the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 
(ELCA) is a member denomination of the National Council of Churches and a partner with the UCC through the Formula 
of Agreement (http://www.elca.org/ecumenical/fullcommunion/formula/index.html) and Churches Uniting in Christ 
(http://www.cuicinfo.org/), I feel thoroughly called to participate in this with you—the members and friends of St. 
Matt’s. You will learn more details as that day takes shape. We will inform you through email (or telephone or mail if you 
do not have an email address), the church bulletin, and announcements made in church. You can help by spreading the 
information re: this event. In the press conference on April 3rd, Rev. Dr. John Thomas, General Minister and President 
(UCC), closed his remarks with these words:  

Forty years ago Dr. King challenged us.  He said, in part, “Let us stand with a greater determination.  And let 
us move on in these powerful days, these days of challenge, to make America what it ought to be.  We have an 
opportunity to make America a better nation.”  Today, let us commit ourselves to take up that challenge 
again. I ask you to pray for the members and friends of St. Matt’s, for those planning “Sacred Conversation: Race in 
America,” and for the United States, as we continue the healing the racial divide, echoing the words of Jesus: “…that 
they all may one.”                                                                                 

                                                                                                                      Peace and love,    Rev. Blackwell 
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                 MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW! 

                          June 14, 2008  

                        Saturday 12:00 Noon  

                                                                      St. Matthew’s Annual Church Picnic    

 
              Please make plans to come join us on Saturday, June 14h for great fellowship, good food 

and games. All St. Matthew’s  members and friends are invited to come and enjoy the 
day. The Church Picnic culminates our year together. So whether you’re 1 or 101, come 
have some fun and share the peace with your church family on June 14.  

         

  Watch For More Details to Come! 

             

                                         
  I M P O R T A N T  C O N G R E G A T I O N  H I G H L I G H T S  

                                    

                              Listening for the Word 

          A time for renewal in God’s Spirit   
                         We  gather to: 

                             + Pray for our church, each other, and ourselves 

                                                                + Read & discuss short Bible passages together 

                                                                 + Learn to listen and speak with compassion and without judgment 

+ Share faith questions, and attend to God’s presence in our lives 

  

                           St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church  

                         Sundays, 1 - 2:30pm 

                        April 6 – May 11  
Come join us this Sunday 
Contact Paul Bellan-Boyer for more details at (201) 238-5987 
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